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A Word from Rev. Derek: 

 Suffering is a hot topic to address. From self-help texts with their flashy, 
polished programs designed to end the reader’s pain almost immediately, to the 
theologian who tells the reader that God is present everywhere and at every    
moment, suffering is all around us and constantly being addressed.  

 In the church we use words like, “theodicy—which is an exploration of 
the reality that in spite of God’s goodness and omnipotence, evil exists.” Evil, 
and by extension suffering in all its forms, is on every street corner we see. How 
we choose to deal with it, and how we choose to speak about it with neighbors 
and friends, says a great deal about our understanding of God “with us” when we 
do not suffer? 

In a real-world context, I wonder what do we do when the rains come and 
do not stop; when an end point to suffering cannot be measured in days or weeks, 
but in years and decades?  

This is suffering in a physical sense as Hurricane Harvey has battered 
southern Texas and the city of Houston- the 4th largest city in this country. And if 
that level of pain is not bad enough for us to digest as a church who is called to 
care for the needy of their community, I heard NPR report that following        
Hurricane Katrina 12 years ago, many displaced residents of New Orleans took 
refuge, and eventually stayed, in Houston. For them little if any hope existed of 
going back to a life that was essentially over when the levees broke and the city 
flooded. For them the suffering is right back where it started and it is just as real 
and painful now as it was then. 

This makes me begin to wonder: what is our Christian response in this 
moment? How will we handle moments like this which seem to come more      
frequently and with more fervor and sting than before?  

I know that I do not have the words to completely unravel the twisted ball 
of string known as ‘suffering.’ But at Plains, can we adopt a posture that makes 
us receptive to the suffering that lives in our context of Cranberry Township? As 
we are present, as we listen, as we pray, and as we then serve, we become more 
open to where God is calling us to work and serve. 

Certainly, steps exist that we can take to be ready and able to serve when 
suffering happens in our lives or in the life of our community. But the posture we 
would adopt in those moments is a posture we can adopt right now when we 
think that life is good and safe. We can be more present and more attentive to the 
people we see each day. We can listen better, and longer, to the stories that are 
shared in our midst. As we listen,  we can then gain an entrance point for the    
gospel to be shared in that person’s life. A conversation can start that helps us be 
the church that God called us to be.  

It makes me sad to see that some churches in the greater Houston area are 
missing the opportunity to be present in the life of the victims of Hurricane     
Harvey because as they are absent, the chance to lead people through life altering 
transformation, also is absent. Let’s not make the same mistake when the chance 
comes in our lives at Plains. 

 

Blessings, 
Rev. Derek 

_____________________________________________________________________________________  

David L. Bartlett & Barbara Brown Taylor, Feasting on the Word. Year A: Volume 4, Pastoral perspective, 2.  
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Helping with Worship This Month  

 

 Greeters  

 

03  Eunice G. & Denise K. 

10  Jennifer M. & Tony P. 

17  Joann B. & Roberta L. 

24  John & Nina Finlay 

Nursery Workers 

 

03  Melissa Holcomb 

10  Denise Kremmel 

17 Cathy Stafford 

24  Julie Young 

Worship Leaders  

 

03  Ron Carter 

10  Susan Reed 

17  Steve Solman 

24  Tony Poleti 

Elder of the Month 

Tom Lunney 

 

Deacon of the Month 

Cathy Stafford 

 

Sept. 02 Bill Stafford, Jr.  

Sept. 03 Bob Young  

Sept. 04 Nancy Jones  

Sept. 05 Ella Lunney  

Sept. 10 Emma Marotta  

Sept. 18 Janet Duncan, Rich Magill & 

       Susie Roscoe  

Sept. 20 Chase Leisie  

Sept. 25 Martha Malone  

Sept. 29 David Sturrock  

Sept. 30 Betty Budney  

 

Sept. 03 Burt and Nancy Duerring  

Sept. 30 John and Nina Finlay  

September 3 

10:00 am Worship Service 

September 10 ~ Communion 

*11:00 am Worship Service*  

Rally Day  

September 17 
*9:45 am Sunday School* 
11:00 am Worship Service     

 
Mission Sunday                    

Installation of Teachers                
Coffee Connections 

September 24 
9:45 am Sunday School 

11:00 am Worship Service  

**Fall Worship 

time begins** 

**Sunday School 

begins again** 



Please keep our  Elders & Deacons 

in your prayers as they lead Plains 

into the future.  

 

We also ask for prayers  for the following : 

• Marjory Leisie 

• John Finley 

• Corina Taylor 

• Karl & Evelyn Koebler 

• Jay Carmichael 

• Tim’s friend, Debbie 

• Helen G.         •Harlow P. 

• Charlie Robuck        •Bonnie 

• Sue’s friend, Frank 

• Linda’s friends, Karen and Geraldine 

• Edward Thompson 

• Sue’s sister 

• John’s father, Jack 

• Burt’s friend, James 

• Ruth Rausch 

• Emma Protzman 

• Dick Urban 

• Steve’s mom, Linda 

• Diane Smith      

• Nancy 

• Rev. Derek 

• Jodell’s dad, Ray 

• Dan Ost      

• Dana Bears 

• For all the children & young adults going back to 

school 

• For the victims of  Hurricane Harvey  

•  

• Our friends who are in  assisted living: Martha 

Malone & Betty Budney 

The Church office will be closed on September 4th 

 

The Fall Worship Schedule will begin on 

Sunday, September 10th at 11:00 am  

Rally Day will also be on Sept. 10th  

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School will begin on Sunday,        

September 17th 

Installation of teachers will also be on         

September 17th 

Coffee Connections  

Sunday, September 17th  

 

 

 

hosted by the  

Property Committee  



Another year will begin for Cranberry Nursery School on Wednesday, September 6th. 
This year will bring many new families, as well as familiar faces. The first week is     
shortened and split into two groups to help the kids get oriented. 
 
We do have a few spots available in the T/TH Nursery Class and in the PM Pre-K     
classes. If you know of anyone that is interested, please send them our way. 
All of our wonderful staff will be returning in the roles they had last year with the         
exception of a new Aide for the Nursery class. Although we will miss Mrs. Hwang, we 
are excited to have a new Aide and former parent, Darlene Grieco.   

 
For those of you that are new to the community, our staff is as follows: 
 
Half~Pints Teacher - Komal Dietz; Aide - Laura Reese 
Nursery Teacher - Jonee Mascellino; Aide - Darlene Grieco 
Pre-K Teacher - Amy Zugell; Aide - Lisa Bender 
Director - Angela Kushner 
 
We are looking forward to a fun year of learning, growing and making new friends!   
  

VBS Thank you and update: 

 

Vacation Bible School was a huge success again this year.  Over 135 children (largest attendance     
ever), solid Biblical message, largest water slide ever, the first ever VBS at Plains Church with “air 
conditioning”, and another amazing week.  A big thank you to the church members and all of the     
volunteers (as always, too many to list here) for all of the preparation and support and all of the work 
during the week - Everest! July 10-14 is officially in the books.  We will finalize the financials and 
then send $500 to World Vision as part of our mission project commitment. 

Next Men's Group meeting is             
Sept 20th, Wednesday @ 7pm,      

North Park Deck House. 

Dear Plains Church Women, 

After some delays, the first Healthy Women's Group will be 

held on Tuesday, September 5, at 7 pm in the adult Sunday 

school room.  Are you looking to connect with others in      

regards to being a healthier person?  Have you have been 

trying to eat more nutritious meals, exercise more, lose 

weight or make other healthy choices?  If so, this is the 

group for you.  This group will hopefully be the Christ-

centered support that you would enjoy. 

So, come join us and bring a friend!  

Deacons Service Project: 

The Operation Christmas Child  gift drive will 

occur in October.  If you would like to purchase 

school supplies now please remember to      

consider the size of a shoe box when purchas-

ing items and NO LIQUIDS.  There will be a box 

available on August 21 to start collecting        

donations.  

Thank you for your continued support with this 

annual project.  



The next Worship Committee meeting is:  September 10th 

The next Deacons meeting is:   September 12th at 7:00 pm 

The next Session meeting is:   September 18th at 7:00 pm 



The Matsiko Choir and their 

time with the host families 

and friends at Plains Church. 

Soccer fun!! 





 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT  

 

“As disciples of Christ, we share the  gospel with 

one another and the community.  

We are committed to growth in the knowledge of 

Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit through        

worship, study, teaching, and fellowship.”  

Plains          

Presbyterian 

Church 

326 Plains Church Road  

Cranberry Township, PA 16066 

Phone: 724-538-8785  


