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A Word from Rev. Derek: 

 Fall is my favorite season of the year by a large margin. The heat of     
summer can be oppressive, the winter is cold and slippery, and spring is nice, but 
my allergies don’t care for it.  

As I write this, I can see the large oak and maple trees out of my office 
window showing off their browns and yellows and reds to the world in             
testimony—the cycle of life continuing I suppose. As I told JonMark and Emma 
when they were young, God is taking His great paintbrush and showing us how 
creative He can be. It is a wonderful season to watch unfold and I cannot wait for 
it come each year. Visually it is a cornucopia of images that stay with me; but the 
smells are even better. They are even more intoxicating. 

 Each morning as I walk to my office, I walk behind the church making 
sure to stay as wide on the driveway as I can. Then I enter the building through 
the sanctuary door— it is my routine and I enjoy it immensely. By this point, the 
early leaves have fallen behind the church and are now crunching under my feet 
becoming residue of life that each step reminds me of. But the smell of the dead 
leaves blowing through the thicket, through the rest of the trees, behind the 
church is also glorious to my nose and my soul. My dad would tell me it is the 
smell of death; of seasons turning right before my eyes. But I think it is the smell 
of harvest, of possibilities, of family gathering. As I said already, it is intoxicat-
ing to me. 

 I enjoy the smell of apples baking in the oven covered in cinnamon, of 
pumpkin pie sitting on the counter, of grilling zucchini and squash so much that I 
often wonder why do I only do it in the fall? Why is pumpkin, apple, cinnamon, 
and zucchini reserved, in my mind, for the fall season when it is readily available 
year-round whenever I go to Giant Eagle or Wal-Mart? This idea made me ask 
the same question about the church?  

 

Why do we only adopt certain Christian practices, or postures, in certain seasons, 
when God calls us to be Christians all of the time? 

 

 Why is there a season for prayer and a different season for giving and ser-
vice in the church? Why are we encouraged to be generous in Advent but in the 
early summer, as school lets out safely, we are thinking about something entirely 
different? Why do I remember the sacrifice of Jesus in Lent and then quickly for-
get what the child in the manger was born to do that I celebrate in December? 

 It seems to me that we are living and working with blind spots as Chris-
tians all around us that we place in our lives that hinder who we can be in Christ. 
They hinder who God calls us to be and become as they limit the mindset as 
Christians we can display. Further, it seems to me that best representation of the 
gospel of Jesus in our lives is a representation in totality of God “with” us. Jesus 
did not only accomplish His divine mission in small compartments or short 
bursts of time. Jesus was always attentive to what God’s calling meant in His 
life. He joyfully lived into that knowledge. Can you live like Jesus? 

 Can you not allow the seasonal changes which are occurring outside our 
window to be a representation of your limited understanding of God’s work? But 
can you consistently live into who God calls you to be and let the blessing of that 
calling stay with you from season to season? 

 Rev. Derek 
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Helping with Worship This Month  

 

 Greeters  

 

01  Frank & Tiffany Aloi 

08  Norah C. & Cathy S. 

15  Linda Treese 

22  Arch & Maggie S. 

29  Tim & Amy Roscoe 

Nursery Workers 

 

01  Ron & Kathy Carter 

08  Norah Collins 

15  Melissa Holcomb 

22  Denise Kremmel 

29  Cathy Stafford 

Worship Leaders  

 

01  Tim Rausch 

08  Frank Aloi 

15  Tim Roscoe 

22  Tiffany Aloi 

29   Steve Solman  

Elder of the Month 

Sue Reed 

 

Deacon of the Month 

Kathy Robinson 

 

October 02 Terrie Budney 

October 03 Maggie Simpson 

October 08  Marlene Cranden 

October 09 Marge Leisie 

October 22 Madison Holcomb 

October 28 Elliott Dambaugh 

 

October 14 Steve & Mary Walter 

October 17 Rich & Bev Magill 

October 23 Karl & Evelyn Koebler 

October 1 

9:45 am Sunday School 
11:00 am Worship Service 

Communion 

October 8 

9:45 am Sunday School 
11:00 am Worship Service 

October 15  

9:45 am Sunday School 
11:00 am Worship Service 

Mission Sunday                   
Coffee Connections 

October 22 

9:45 am Sunday School 
11:00 am Worship Service 

October 29 

9:45 am Sunday School 
11:00 am Worship Service 



Please keep our  Elders & Deacons 

in your prayers as they lead Plains 

into the future.  

 

We also ask for prayers  for the following : 

• Marjory Leisie 

• John Finley 

• Corina Taylor 

• Karl & Evelyn Koebler 

• Jay Carmichael 

• Tim’s friend, Debbie 

• Helen G.         

• Charlie Robuck      

• Sue’s friend, Frank 

• Michelle 

• Kay’s sister, Ruth 

• Shirley Smith 

• Harlow P. 

• Bonnie 

•  

• Linda’s friend, Karen  

• Edward Thompson 

• Sue’s sister 

• John’s father, Jack 

• Burt’s friend, James 

• Ruth Rausch 

• Emma Protzman 

• Dick Urban 

• Steve’s mom, Linda 

• Diane Smith      

• Nancy 

• Dan Ost      

• Dana Bears 

• Michael Bruce 

• Adam 

• Ernie’s friend, Laura 

• Maggie’s sister-in-law 

• Linda Treese 

• Jessica and Ray 

• Sally Hoffman 

• For the victims of the recent natural disasters 

• Our friends who are in assisted living: Martha 

Malone & Betty Budney 

Coffee Connections  

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, October 15th 

Hosted by  Christion Education 

All Saint’s Day Celebration: 

This will be held during the Worship Service on         

Sunday, November 5th. 

Please e-mail or call the church office if you 

have a loved one who passed away this year 

that you would like to be included on the list of 

names that will be read during the Worship 

Service. 

 Healthy Women's Group will be 
meeting again on Tuesday, October 3, 

in the Adult Sunday school                      
classroom.  Bring a friend.  

 

 

 

Are you looking to connect with others in regards to being a 

healthier person?  Have you have been trying to eat more       

nutritious meals, exercise more, lose weight or make other 

healthy choices?  If so, this is the group for you.  This group will 

hopefully be the Christ-centered support that you would enjoy. 



 
We are excited to begin another year at Cranberry Nursery School.  The 

children are settling in with their teachers, making new friends and       
visiting with old friends.  Hopefully you have noticed the beautiful      
landscaping in front of the school.  Parents who are on the Grounds    

Committee shared their time, talent and treasure to provide a beautiful 
welcome to the families of CNS and Plains Presbyterian Church.  We are 

also grateful for the lovely welcome that was provided by Jen Marotta 
and Roberta Lemon the first days of school.  We appreciate the time and 

energy put forth.  You helped to make all of our school parents feel     
comfortable and welcome.  Thank you. 

CNS 

NEWS 

Breakfast at Plains is back! 

 

 

 

Chef Tim will be making breakfast on the 

2nd Sunday of every month from              

October until the Summer Worship times 

begin. 

The first breakfast will be held on Sunday, 

October 8th starting at 8:30 am. 

   Operation Christmas Child  

  

  

  

  

  

The Deacons are again organizing an           
Operation Christmas Child donation.           

Samaritan's Purse will deliver the special 
packages along with the message of God's 

love to children everywhere. Donation       
suggestions: bars of soap, toothbrushes,  

plastic soap & toothbrush holders, lip balm, 
hair accessories, brushes, combs, wash-
cloths, TOYS (trucks, balls, Barbie dolls, 

small dolls, small musical toys - harmonica, 
maracas, etc.), socks, plain t-shirts          

(size 2-14), small flashlights with batteries, 
notebooks/tablets (composition or smaller), 
crayons, markers, or cash donations to be 

used to cover the cost of shipping.               
All donations have to be items that will fit in 

a shoebox.  NO liquids, toothpaste, or        
candy can be included.    

     

 Shoeboxes will be available in church by    
mid-October.  

  

The “packing party” to get the boxes ready 
for shipment will be announced soon 

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/what-
goes-in-my-shoebox-suggestions/  

Save the date! 

Plains will be having a Fall dinner on       

Saturday, November 11th 

More details to follow soon. 

Choir practice will start on                     
Wednesday, October 11th at                  

7:00 pm 

New members are welcome! 

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/what-goes-in-my-shoebox-suggestions/
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/what-goes-in-my-shoebox-suggestions/




Plains Presbyterian Church August 2017 Financial Update 

 

Our updated Church Financials through August 31st are reported below: 

 

 

 TOTAL RECEIPTS:   $78,180 

 

 TOTAL EXPENSES:  $89,112  

 

 NET INCOME: ($10,932) 

 

Our expenses are higher than budgeted due to higher insurance premiums and costs from our prior provider. We have 
also completed our entire Per Capita payment for 2017, although we have only collected about 50% of what we owe 
from the members of Plains Church. 

 

If you have any questions please contact Frank Aloi at FrankAloi@MSN.com. 

Acolyte Recognition ~ Sunday, August 24, 2017 

JonMark Marotta 

Emma Marotta 

Susan Roscoe 

Amy Solman 

Andrew Solman 

Ella Lunney 

Jocilynn Walter 

Lauryn Young 

Jacob Carter 

Samantha Carter 

Madison Holcomb 

 Thank you for leading us into Worship 

each Sunday. 

mailto:FrankAloi@MSN.com


 Women’s Discipleship Group 

 

“As Disciples of Christ, we share the gospel with one another and the community. We are committed to growth in the 

knowledge of Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit through Worship, study, teaching and fellowship.” 

 

That is the Mission Statement here at Plains Church.  If you would like to grow together in the knowledge of what it 

means: “Thy Kingdom come thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven”, then come join us on the second Tuesday of 

every month at 7:00 pm in the Adult Bible Study classroom starting on October 10th. 

 

Let’s  “Walk the Talk”                                                                                                                            

Any questions, contact Maggie Simpson 



 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT  

 

“As disciples of Christ, we share the  gospel with 

one another and the community.  

We are committed to growth in the knowledge of 

Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit through        

worship, study, teaching, and fellowship.”  

Plains          

Presbyterian 

Church 

326 Plains Church Road  

Cranberry Township, PA 16066 

Phone: 724-538-8785  


