
 

Tuesday was a great 

morning for me at the 

church!  The sun was 

out, the sky was clear, 

and while that was 

good in itself, some-

thing else brightened 

my day- something I 

did not expect and 

now after the fact, 

something I would not 

miss for the world if 

the opportunity pre-

sented itself again. 

Tuesday was 

my first experience 

working in the library 

at the nursery school. Now in fairness, this was an impromptu move as the         

scheduled mom was dealing with a sick child at home and that left no one to read to 

the children in the library.  But nonetheless, as one who believes so strongly in     

providence, it was my morning to sit with the children and help them with their 

books. 

 First, they nervously came into the library and I helped them select the right 

book they would check out for the month.  Some took the selection quite seriously 

while others just needed a book and the choice did not truly matter so long as they 

got one.  As the son of a librarian, I agree books are good.  With smiles and bright 

eyes the children took their books back to their backpacks and returned for the most 

important aspect of the morning, the part of the morning I was excited about as       

well- the story time!   

 I sat on the floor with them and read about the wonders of autumn.  I read 

about pumpkin pie and apples which everyone loved.  We read about jumping into 

leaves with our dogs and saw squirrels in trees and worms in the dirt.  We talked 

about haunted houses, trick-or-treat, and costumes that were scary but still funny.  

Even the color of the leaves we a crucially important thing to look into as they gazed 

into the books on the floor that I selected to read as if the book itself held the keys to 

the kingdom of heaven for each child who came to the library on Tuesday.  The     

children were wonderful; their excitement was almost uncontrollable as they literally 

climbed over my shoulders, leaned across the book, and pointed at the illustrations on 

each page with excitement.  The entire experience got me wondering a bit… 

 I wonder when was the last time we were that excited about God's word in our 

lives?  I wonder when was the last time we sat with the Father and listened to him 

read to us about the flood and the Red Sea?  When was the last time he read to you 

about the man born blind, the ten lepers, or a frightened Pharisees who came at night 

to learn about heaven?  Even if we knew what was happening on the next page, still 

we were too excited to stop listening to him read to us. 

 Tuesday was a great morning.  I hope you have mornings like that with God 

soon when you put aside the plans you had for the day and let him read to you about 

His Son and His stories. 

      Blessings, 

      Rev. Derek 
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Worship Leaders 

05   Tim Rausch 

12   Ethan Leisie 

19   Frank Aloi 

26   Steve Solman 

 

Helping with Worship This Month 

Nursery Workers 

05    Julie Young 

12    Melissa Holcomb 

19    Dena & Steve Solman 

26    Cathy Stafford 

  

  Greeters 

05  Joann Bark & Cathy Stafford 

12  Frank Leisie & Eunice G. 

19  Jay & Bonnie Carmichael 

26  Arch & Maggie Simpson 

    

Elder of the Month   

Sue Reed  

Deacon of the Month 

Tiffany Aloi  

 

Oct. 02 Terrie Budney 

Oct. 03 Maggie Simpson   

Oct. 08 Marlene Cranden 

Oct. 09 Marjory Leisie     

Oct. 12 Vicki Gundel 

Oct. 22 Madison Holcomb 

Oct. 24 Gary Rader 

Oct. 28 Elliott Dambaugh 

October 5 

 9:30 am  Sunday School         

11:00 am Worship Service        

World Communion Sunday        

Communion                                

Soup and Bread Luncheon                             

October 12 

9:30 am  Sunday School         

11:00 am Worship Service          

 

October 19 ~ Heifer Sunday 

9:30 am  Sunday School         

11:00 am Worship Service       

Coffee Connections                    

Deacons Meeting                    

  

October 26 

9:30 am  Sunday School         

11:00 am Worship Service         

  

Oct. 04    Doug & Daphne Turner 

Oct. 14    Steve & Mary Walter 

Oct. 17    Rich & Bev Magill   

Oct. 23    Karl & Evelyn Koebler  



 
  

 

 

 

 Jack Bark            •Ron Cox                  •Joe Appel             

 Angela Kushner’s  husband, Bob 

 Eunice Guenther      •Ann Sheehy    

 Armel  &  Jean Treese    •Dorothy Atkinson 

 Annabelle Aloi   •Kathy Fuller 

 Bonnie Carmichael   •Kathy Snyder 

 Ruth Rausch       •Jim Lehman 

 Sean Spence’s daughter       •Betty England 

 Luke & Grace (the Lehman’s grandkids) 

 Jennifer (Sandy’s daughter) 

 Burt Duerring’s son, Carl who is in college now. 

 For the family & friends of Amy Sain who passed 

away recently. 

 For the situation in Isis 

 Our friends who are in assisted living:  Howard 

Reed,  Marilyn Stamp, Bob Ronksley and  Gibbie 

Sponsler 
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Please keep our Elders 

and Deacons in your 

prayers as they lead  

Plains into the future. 

 

 

 

Plains will celebrate World              
Communion Sunday on October 5 

with a Soup & Bread Luncheon that 
will follow our Worship Service that       
Sunday.  If you would like to bring a 

soup, please sign up in the back of the 
Church or contact Frank Aloi at        

724-452-4223. 

   

  

 

 

 

Sunday, October 19                       

sponsored by the Property Committee 

Coffee     

Connections 

 

 

 

 

Every Wednesday at 7:00 pm 

beginning                              

on October 15th  

New members are welcome!! 

 

 

 

I just wanted to thank everyone 
for your prayers and cards during 

my surgery and rehab. I am on 

the mend. 

    Bonnie Carmichael 



 

     The Cemetery    

 

Up until about the 1950’s, the cemetery was surrounded by a heavy 
black iron fence about four feet tall.  Many of Cranberry’s earliest    
settlers are buried in Plains cemetery.  Tomb stones date from 1810 to       

the present day.  

History  

     Corner 

Page 4 

Women’s Retreat 2014 

October 24th and 25th  

Camp Crestfield, Slippery Rock 

 

Good News regarding the Women’s Retreat 

scheduled for October 24-25, 2014! 

We have located a speaker, Jo Stuchell from 
Blessed Hope Ministry in Wexford, PA.  The 
program title will be, “The Victory of the 
Cross - All that it means in the life of the 
believer”.  We will delve into the impact of the 
Cross upon History, Humanity, Eternity and 
the Time of the End; an exploration of the 
depth, glory and victory of the cross-work of 
Christ. Join us for a wonderful, relaxing and 

spiritually renewing time.  

         Hello ladies:   

      Is anyone ready for another ladies lunch out? 

   ...…TUESDAY, OCTOBER 14 at NOON…...  

Waterhole Restaurant, Hartmann’s Golf Course, 

Harmony 

                   

                    

 

Let Bev Magill know by Sunday, October 12 so   
reservations can be made.  If anyone would like a 

ride, let Bev know. 

 

Adopt a Roadway    

cleanup of Bear Run 

Road 

will take place on 

Saturday, October 4th    

    at 9:30am 

A signup sheet for interested              

participants will be in the back of the 

Church or contact Frank Aloi at           

724-452-4223. 

If anyone has old 

vintage hankies 

that you would be 

willing to sell,     

Joann Bark knows 

someone who wants 

to make a quilt out 

of them.  Please 

contact Joann at                  

724-789-9674. 
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Deacons Meeting  Oct. 19 After Service 

Session Meeting  Oct. 20 7:00 pm 

Worship Committee mtg.  Oct. 26 After Service 



PER CAPITA UPDATE 

Our Per Capita giving for 2014 has unfortunately followed the same trend as past years.  We have    

collected $1,680.47 of Per Capita this year, while our annual expected per capita expense is $3,627.  

Our Per Capita giving is 46% of our 2014 Expense, and thus our General Fund will need to make up 

the remaining 54% difference. 

Per Capita is charged by the Presbytery USA to assist with general expenses.  The breakdown of each 

Plains Church member’s $34.22 per capita expense is as follows: 

  Beaver Butler Presbytery: $25.00 

  Synod of the Trinity:  $  2.20 

  General Assembly:  $  7.02 

At the start of this year, we had 106 members at Plains Presbyterian Church, and our year to date 

collection works out to approximately 50 members having paid Per Capita. (We have gained four 

members this year which will increase our 2015 required payments).  If you are a member at Plains 

Church, please prayerfully consider contributing your Per Capita amount for 2014.  Thank you and 

God Bless You! 

Faithbuilders continues        

THE BIBLE DVD SERIES -                                                                                

New Testament. 

          We invite you to join us 

this Fall (and beyond) as we begin discuss-

ing the New Testament.  The class watches 

the “episodes” of THE BIBLE  then engage 

in discussion about the producer’s depic-

tion of the event from a Christian perspec-

tive. We search through Scripture for the 

truth and apply it to life situations.                  

 Can’t make it every Sunday… don’t 

let that stop you from joining us. There is 

always a review on the DVD and Melanie 

emails the class to review and pre-view the 

next episode.                                          

 We meet  Sunday at 9:30AM in the 

lower level. We begin with a prayer time 

then start the DVD. Coffee, tea, goodies 

and Christian fellowship will be served.      

Questions?   Contact Melanie. 

   Hope to see you there,    

         Faithbuilders 
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The Deacons will be collecting 

non-perishable food items and 

paper products for the Evans 

City Food Bank during the 

month of October.  Please drop 

off your donations in the          

vestibule by Sunday, Oct.26th.                                                    

     Thank you. 

Operation Christmas Child 
 

The Deacons are collecting donations for 

needy children around the world.         

Samaritan's Purse will deliver the special 

packages to children everywhere.         

Donations will be gladly accepted in the form of toys, school 

supplies or  monetary contributions.   

   

     SAVE THE DATE!!!!!! 

On Saturday, November 2, we have a “packing” party to fill 

the boxes and get them ready.  It will be from 5pm-7pm in 

the Fellowship Hall.    



 

Harvest Home Craft Fair 2013…a success story. 

 

Last year’s Harvest Home Craft Fair was a success. We had 28       

vendors sharing their God-given talents with us. Some of those ven-

dors were members of our church.  

 The mission of the Harvest Home Craft Fair 2014 will be: 

    ~to use our talents (instead of hiding 

them under a barrel) 

    ~to share our love with the community by 

becoming more visible in Cranberry area  

   ~to raise money for the church 

   ~to help our members and the community 

supplement their income  

 

The date for this year’s Craft Fair is Dec 6
st

.  

 

We are looking for vendors for our 2014 Craft Fair.                      

    Here is an application form. Please use it for yourself or pass it to 

a friend who has a talent to share. The form will be on our      

website, too. 

I am looking forward to seeing your talents flow into the craft fair. 

Yours in service,  

Melanie 
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Harvest Home Craft Fair Vendor Registration Form 

 

We invite all craft vendors to participate at our craft fair. Please no food vendors. Specialty foods like 

fudge, homemade candies, jams (etc.) are welcome. 

Date: December 6th, 2014 

Where: Plains Presbyterian Church, 326 Plains Church Rd; Cranberry Twp, Pa 16066 

Time: 9:00 AM - 4:00PM 

Set up: 7:30AM -8:30AM 

Space:  8’ x  6’. Cost: $15.00 per space. Must bring own table. Cost includes electric if needed. 

Please contact the church office at 724-538-8785 to register or go to our website 

www.plainschurch.com, complete the registration form and mail it to us with payment. Checks 

payable to Plains Presbyterian Church. 

Deadline for registration form: November 14th. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Name: _________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Phone number: ____________________________cell_________________________________ 

Email address: _________________________________________________________________ 

Craft description: ______________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Number of  spaces: _________ electric: yes/no 

Preference:  same as last year no preference 

Other requests: 

 

Date received: 

Table assigned: 

Fee paid: 
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CNS News & Highlights 

Another school year has begun at Cranberry Nursery School.  The children are 

settling in to a new routine with new friends and teachers.  With the addition of 

a PM Nursery class and a Monday/Wednesday Half~Pints class, the school is 

very active Monday through Friday.  We are grateful for the lovely welcome 

that was provided by the M&M Café the first days of school.  A huge thank you 

to Maggie Simpson and Julie Young for all of their time and energy they put 

forth the first weeks of school. The ladies helped to make all of our school    

parents feel comfortable and welcomed. We are grateful for all of their efforts. 

 

 

Get your appetites ready!!! It’s almost time for the Youth Group’s annual Spaghetti 

Luncheon!  Immediately following the worship service on Sunday, November 9th, 

join us in Fellowship Hall for mountains of spaghetti, crockpots full of homemade 

sauce, bowls of crisp salad and trays of buttery garlic bread.  Yum yum!  Your   

donations will go directly to a worthy cause – our fabulous Youth Group.  We have 

so many great events planned this year – your   generous donations will help us in 

the pursuit of FAITH, FELLOWSHIP AND FUN! 

LITURGISTS, GREETERS AND NURSERY WORKERS for 2015 

 

Please note that the listings for Liturgist, Greeter and Nursery Workers for 2015 
have been placed in the narthex.  If you wish to remain on the list, you need do 
nothing.  If you want your name removed, please cross it off and initial.  Add 
any new names at the bottom of the lists and thank you.  It makes the work 
easier when more are willing to help.  Teenagers are welcome in all of these are-
as.  If you have any questions, you may talk to Rev. Derek or any of the worship 

committee members. 
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This fall, I am excited to say, we will begin        

confirmation classes at Plains Presbyterian Church.  

It is a formative time in the life of the youth of our 

church; a time when their work for the Lord takes 

on a new dimension.  Currently, I have several   

resources that I will be working through with them 

in an effort to help them put words to their       

commitment to Jesus as they prepare to join the 

church- some traditional, some non-traditional. 

 The students will be working with an adult 

mentor who will be assigned to them on a personal 

basis.  This individual will walk along side of the 

confirmation student helping to shape them, mold 

them, and challenge them by simply being present 

in the student’s life as a friend/mentor. 

 In a time of political and theological tension, these students will be learning    

traditional language and the conservative theology Jesus himself taught.  They will 

learn what makes Plains, with its faith and commitment to Jesus, special and good 

body of believers to join. 

So, who can sign up?  I leave that decision to the parents and young adults.  

When you as the parent feel your child is ready to join the church please sign them up.  

Even if they may struggle a bit to articulate their faith, sign them up.  To be honest, I 

do not know many adults who are still not working to articulate their faith.  It is the 

job of this class, and myself as the instructor, to help put words to what is in the child’s 

heart. 

 If you have questions or would like specifics on the subject materials to be 

taught, or structure of the classes, don’t hesitate to stop me after church or email me.   

Please also email the church or myself to sign your child up.  

 Then at a date to be determined the children will come before the session, and 

then the congregation, where their commitment will be celebrated and pronounced in 

worship. 

 Classes will begin….soon.  
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

“As disciples of Christ, we share the gospel 

with one another and the community.   

We are committed to growth in the 

knowledge of Jesus Christ and the Holy 

Spirit through worship, study, teaching, and 

fellowship.” 

Plains Presbyterian 

Church    

326 Plains Church Road 

Cranberry Township, PA  

16066Phone: 724-538-8785 

E-mail: plains@zoominternet.net 

www.plainschurch.com 

 


