
 

 Sergeant Alvin McAnney Jr. wrote these words to his wife while stationed in 

Luxembourg in the fall of 1944: 

“They can laugh about foxhole religious but every front line solider embraces a little 

religion and are not ashamed to pray. When you face death hourly and daily you 

can’t help but believe in Divine Guidance. My faith in God has increase a thousand 

fold. He pulled me thru when nothing else could…” 

 While we do not know if Sergeant McAnney returned home to his beloved 

wife, we can hear the words he offered her as proof of God’s on-going presence in 

the lives of those who have, or will, serve our country. Their sacrifice, even if it was 

just the time they spent in the military as they returned home safely, speaks of a com-

mitment and a passion that many cannot understand or speak about. 

 This weekend we are celebrating Memorial Day, or as it was first known, 

Decoration Day. It originated in the years that followed the Civil War and became an 

official holiday in 1971. General John Logan, the National Commander of the Grand 

Army of the Republic, in his General Order No. 11 said, “The 30th of May, 1868, is 

designated for the purpose of… decorating graves of comrades who died in defense 

of their country during the late rebellion, and whose bodies now lie in almost every 

city, village, and hamlet churchyard in the land.” 

 

 Since that day, the final Monday in May has been remembered in this manner. 

This weekend we are asked to take time to remember our military men and women. 

We are asked to remember the sacrifice of those who have served our country and 

paid the ultimate price, and we are to give thanks to God for their commitment.  

As you know I am a strong proponent of stories and their effect in the life of 

the church and community. As the worshipping community of Plains has told their 

stories for more than a year of how God is at work in their lives, the stories in them-

selves have brought us together in a way we did not anticipate. They have knit us into 

a stronger community. A story is much more than just the narrative material which is 

shared; it is more than the recounting of physical details of moment- whether that 

moment was good or bad. Stories share emotion and passion. Like Sgt. McAnney, the 

story he remembered and wrote to his wife in the remainder of his letter, expresses 

ideas of God’s presence in the midst of the horrors of World War II. 

So, as we spent time together on Memorial Day, remember those who have 

paid the price for our freedom- tell their stories. And if you happen to be in the pres-

ence of someone who was called to duty, listen intently to the story they share. 

Blessings, 

Rev. Derek  

_______________________________________________________ 

Andrew Carroll, ed. Grace Under Fire (Random House Ince, Waterbook Press; 

2007), 1. 

www.history.com article on Memorial Day. 

www.uwmenorialday.org  
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Worship Leaders 

04  Tim Roscoe 

11  Sandi Taylor 

18  Tim Rausch 

25  Ron Carter 

 

Helping with Worship This Month 

Nursery Workers 

04  Denise Kremmel  

11  Cathy Stafford 

18  Julie Young 

25  Erica Stafford 

  

  Greeters 

04  Jay & Bonnie Carmichael  

11  Arch & Maggie Simpson 

18  Eunice G. & Denise K. 

25  Frank & Tiffany Aloi  

  

Elder of the Month   

Tony Poleti 

Deacon of the Month 

 Dena Solman  

 

 

June 04 Dave & Terrie Budney 

June 07 Bob & Sue Rectenwald 

June 15 Larry & Janet Duncan 

June 21 Ron & Wanda Rice 

June 25 Tony & Jeanine Poleti 

 

June 06 Ann Lunney 

June 08 Dave Budney 

June 14 Glenn Croft 

June 18 Melissa Holcomb   

June 20 Tara Lynn Bailey 

June 30 Heather Turner 

June 4 ~ Pentecost                              
9:00 am Adult Sunday School    

10:00 am Worship Service   
Youth Sunday                   

Graduate Sunday                           

June 11                                                
9:00 am Adult Sunday School   

10:00 am Worship Service  
Dr. Leanna Fuller                

Communion   

June 18 

10:00 am Worship Service                                
Mission Sunday                            

Coffee Connections                       

 

June 25 

9:00 am Adult Sunday School   
10:00 am Worship Service  

**10:00 am      

Worship starts 

on June 4th 



 
  

 

 

 

 Frank & Marjory L.        •Steve W. 

 Shirley Kushner      •Helen G.      

 Evalyn’s sister           •Tara  •Mike 

 Corina Taylor        •Tony’s mom, Marge 

 Jean Treese             •Ron’s dad, John 

 Connor Anderson      •Emma Protzman 

 Linda’s friends, Geraldine & Karen 

 Carl & Evelyn Koebler        •Dean 

 Jeanine’s mom, Ann     •Linda Treese 

 Tyler      •Christen  •Kay 

 Ken Cook       •Don •Harlow P.  

 Lincoln    •Gerri Purto •Jessica 

 The Pindroh family •Isaiah 

 Jenna  •Jean’s son, Tim •Sandy 

 Baby Owen     •Tim’s friend, Debbie H. 

 The Young’s friend, Bonnie 

 Our friends who are in assisted living:      

Martha Malone, Betty Budney and  Gibbie 

Sponsler 
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Please keep our Elders 

and Deacons in your 

prayers as they lead  

Plains into the future. 

Just a reminder 

JUNE - JULY- AUGUST  at 10 AM   

Begins June 4th 

Youth Sunday 

Is June 4th 

Graduate Sunday  

June 4th 

Congratulation Alex Carter 

on your graduation! 

Save the date!! 

 

 

 

 

The Deacons are hosting the      

Strawberry Festival  

after the service on  

August 13th.  



 

June 18th 

 

 

 

 

Coffee Connections  is        

June 18th  

sponsored by the Monthly     

Mission Group 
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Please note: 

Rev. Derek will be out of the 

office from June 3-14th.  

 

**Rev. Bob Goossen will be 

available for any Pastoral 

emergencies during this 

time. 

Cell: 724-464-4032 

——————————————

Filling the pulpit: 

June 4th:   Youth Sunday 

June 11th: Dr. Leanna Fuller 

 

 

 

CNS would like to thank everyone who 

lent their card tables for the Mother’s Day 

Bruch. 

The moms really enjoyed the brunch and 

fashion show ! 

 

 

 

Cranberry Nursery School had a very busy 
year.  The students made new friends, learned a 
bunch of new things and created new memories. 
The Nursery and Pre-K students enjoyed field trips 
to Cheeseman Farms and Zang TKD, had special 
time with dad at X-Cel Gymnastics and celebrated 
mom with a Mother's Day Brunch.  While the Pre-K 
practiced riding a school bus by attending a field trip 
to the Children's Museum, the Nursery and 
Half~Pints classes had a field trip to their new class-
rooms where they got to practice being in next year's 
classroom.  While it is hard to say good-bye at the 
end of the year, we are looking forward to seeing our 
old friends and making new ones in the fall.  

 

 

 

 

CNS News  

& Highlights 

There are still a few openings for the 

2017-2018 School year.  If you or 

someone you know are interested , 

please call the church office at       

724-538-8785 or e-mail CNS directly 

at cnsofplains@zoominternet.net 
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A note from the treasurer: 

 

Through April 2017, our giving is approximately 6% below our budget.  Our         
expenses are also trending higher than budget, leaving a year to date net income 

deficit of over $8,000. 
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

“As disciples of Christ, we share the gospel 

with one another and the community.   

We are committed to growth in the 

knowledge of Jesus Christ and the Holy 

Spirit through worship, study, teaching, and 

fellowship.” 

Plains Presbyterian 

Church    

326 Plains Church Road 

Cranberry Township, PA  

16066Phone: 724-538-8785 

E-mail: plains@zoominternet.net 

www.plainschurch.com 

 


