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As many of you know, I am actively watching the World Cup which is taking place 

in Brazil.  It has been a fabulous tournament so far and as I write this article I hope 

the US National Team advances out of the group stage against Germany this after-

noon.  My DVR is always packed with games that occur while I am in the office and 

then, like a good parent, I force my kids to endure me watching the games in the 

evening and not letting them watch cartoons. 

 To date, I have watched some amazing moments that often go overlooked.  

For instance, the Brazilian National Team walking out onto the field arm-in-arm 

and then openly weep as the crowd sings their national anthem with pride.   

I have heard the stories of the Croatian National Team donating their sala-

ries to flood relief in their home nation.  I have seen pure joy on the faces of players 

like the US National Team’s John Brooks who looked openly surprised that he 

scored a goal and then to celebrate, he just lay down on the ground and cried. 

Even Cristiano Ronaldo, the poster child for faking fouls in soccer matches, 

is getting involved in the goodwill that I have witnessed.  In the game against the US 

in the Amazon, he had a zig-zag hair cut that caught the attention of the press.  It 

was done in honor of a boy in Spain who he paid the $50,000 medical bill for.  The 

boy had brain surgery and it was a replica of the scar young Erik Ortiz Cruz had on 

his head. 

But soon the World Cup will be over and life will return to normal- in a 

purely sporting sense.  As a people we forget about the good moments we witness in 

Brazil and we concentrate only on the negatives.  I will become again irritated about 

the greed of the American athlete and find myself frustrated about all the entitle-

ment I witness from my favorite American teams. 

Maybe the World Cup is here this summer to remind me to see the good in 

God’s world- which is often a challenge I will grant it.  If anyone ever had a reason 

to complain in our scriptures about what he saw it was God.  His people, when     

given the choice, always choose to not be faithful.  His people were hurting each 

other every time he turned around.   

It was his children who routinely thought they knew better than God.  Yet 

when the chance presented itself for him to leave us behind, he wouldn’t.  He      

couldn’t.  He was the one who gave us the vision to see the bad things in our world, 

the thing we can affect change in, and then empowered us to change them. 

I do not wish to sweep the bad moments under the rug as if they did not 

happen.  They always will.  But instead, can we look at the positives we find in our 

world?  Are we able to see the beauty that God has put before our eyes and give God 

the glory for those moments? 

Blessings, 

Rev. Derek 
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Worship Leaders 

06    Tiffany Aloi 

13    Ron Carter 

20    Melanie Sturrock 

27 Tony Poleti 

Helping with Worship This Month 

Nursery Workers 

06  Dena & Steve Solman 

13  Cathy Stafford 

20  Kathy & Ron Carter 

27  Erica Stafford 

  Greeters 

01  Cathy Stafford & Bev Magill 

13  Tony Poleti & Joann Bark 

20  Steve & Dena Solman 

27  Tim & Amy Roscoe 

Elder of the Month   

Bob Young   

Deacon of the Month 

 Eunice Guenther  

 

July 02 Jack & Joann Bark 

July 02 Gene & Corina Taylor 

July 10  Jason & Melissa Holcomb 

July 15 Frank & Tiffany Aloi 

July 21 Jack & Cathy Dixon 

 

July 1  Eunice Guenther 

July 5  Sandi Taylor 

July 7  Dennis Robinson 

July 8  Hanna Leisie 

July 14 John Ivancik & Tim Rausch  

July 16 Jim Dambaugh 

July 22 Amy Roscoe 

July 24 Edward Kremmel 

July 25 Traci Kuntz 

July 26 Kelli Rausch & Reed Kuntz 

July 27 Jeanine Poleti, Hanna &  

   Grace Budney 

July 31 Helen Sproat   

JUNE - JULY- AUGUST   

at 10 AM   

July 6 

9:00 am Sunday School   
10:00 am Worship Service 

July 13 

9:00 am Sunday School   
10:00 am Worship Service    

July 20 ~ Heifer 

9:00 am Adult Sunday School   
10:00 am Worship Service                                 

Coffee Connections                       

July 27 

9:00am Adult Sunday School   
10:00 am Worship Service 

 

 

 

 

 

Coffee  

Connections  is         

July 20th  

sponsored by the 

Heifer Helpers 



 

  

 

 

 

 Jack Bark     •Eldon Sturrock •Betty Lehman 

 Angela Kushner’s  husband, Bob •Ron Cox 

 Rev. Kimberly’s grandson, John •Wesley 

 Eunice Guenther •Jay Carmichael’s dad, Don   

 Melissa’s mom, Margie •Armel & Jean Treese  

 Susan Reed            •Mary Jo Brown  •Amy 

 Neighbors of the Treese’s: Charlotte, Betty, Joy & 

Dolores 

 Annabelle Aloi •Addie Miller      •Tim 

 Tim Roscoe’s cousins, Bob & Mona 

 For safe travels for Bev & Rich Magill 

 Rebecca Smith • Jodell’s brother, Mike 

 Our friends who are in assisted living:  Howard Reed,  

Marilyn Stamp, Bob Ronksley and  Gibbie Sponsler 
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Please keep our Elders 

and Deacons in your 

prayers as they lead  

Plains into the future. 

If you love the thrill of 

a scavenger hunt, 

you’ll LOVE this        

summer’s Vacation    

Bible School program. 

Plains Church VBS 

program is called    

“VBS Scavenger Hunt 

– Finding My Place in God’s Story.”      

Our incredible VBS journey takes 

place July 14-18 from 6:30– 8:30 p.m. 

and each Bible story has a “GPS”      

focus God’s Perfect Story, God’s     

People Stop, God’s Plan of Salvation, 

God’s People Support, God’s Perfect 

Spirit. Kids ages three years old 

through grade 6 will have a blast    

discovering God’s plan for their life 

through exciting Bible stories, silly 

games, fun crafts, scrumptious 

snacks and rockin’ praise 

songs. Please register now. 

Volunteers are also needed!!! 

Please contact Dena Solmon if interested. 

 

    The Brick Church   

 

In 1839, a brick church was erected by members including Matthew Graham and 
John Rea.  [Matthew Graham and his brother William were the first settlers in Cranberry Township.]  
The brick building stood close beside the old log church.  The brick were made on the John Goehring 

farm (now the Franklin Ridge plan of homes).   

In January of 1878, services were authorized to be held in the Baptist church at Evansburg 
(now Evans City).  We are not sure why services were discontinued in the brick church but some be-
lieve it was because of a fire.  Note:  the old brick church was torn down in May of 1878.  The planning 

of our present church building was started in March of 1878 and was dedicated in November of 1879.  

History  

     Corner 

http://www.jeffslaughter.com/assets/Screen-Shot-2013-11-05-at-9.17.05-AM.png
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Ladies of Plains Church! 

Mark your calendars for October 24,25, 2014. 
Join us  for our  16th  annual  Women’s Re-

treat.  The plan is to stay at Scott Lodge over-
night on October 24 and to leave after dinner 

around  6:30 pm on October 25.  The cost for a 

single room will be $75.00 or a    double room 
at $49 per night. Food will be $7.00 for break-

fast, $8.75 for lunch, and $10.50 for dinner. 

We have yet to engage a speaker so if    anyone 
has any suggestions please call  Bonnie Carmi-

chael (724-538-9576). 
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Save the date 

August 24th: 

for the Plains & Crestview 

annual Church Service 

and picnic in the park 



OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

“As disciples of Christ, we share the gospel 

with one another and the community.   

We are committed to growth in the 

knowledge of Jesus Christ and the Holy 

Spirit through worship, study, teaching, and 

fellowship.” 

Plains Presbyterian 

Church    

326 Plains Church Road 

Cranberry Township, PA  

16066Phone: 724-538-8785 

E-mail: plains@zoominternet.net 

www.plainschurch.com 

 


