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Learning How to Speak “God” 

 

When my neighbor suffered a particularly difficult loss and was feeling a mixture of 

difficult emotions ranging from anger, to guilt in addition to sadness, I felt a desire 

to offer comfort.  Their distress was distressing to me and so I responded as best I 

could offering words about that loss which I hoped would console, soothe, and 

provide a perspective which included hope.  When we do this we speak from our 

hearts things which we have been taught about human life in relation to bigger 

eternal truths.  We are speaking “God” or using words to speak about God. For us 

as followers of Jesus Christ the gospels are the primary source of insight that 

enables us to speak “God” with some accuracy.  Using words to speak about God is 

practicing theology.  If you have ever been on the other end of someone’s practice 

of theology you may have found the way spoke about God or what they spoke 

about God unhelpful or even painful.  It is important to acknowledge that we are 

all learning how to speak “God” which means we are practicing.  The word 

“practicing” can imply that we are not yet proficient at or that we are capable of 

becoming more effective at a particular skill.  None of us have nailed it down. It is 

unlikely that we ever will.  We are limited in ways that makes it impossible for us to 

fully or clearly understand God whom we are talking about.  To acknowledge that 

we are still practicing and that our use of “God” talk can, should, and will change 

and improve does not mean that God is being remade or shaped by our talk.  It 

simply means that we are imperfect witnesses to the perfect glory of God.  As we 

step further into the new life we have been given in Christ, may we humbly 

consider how we respond to others in times of distress as we seek to speak “God” 

more clearly and authentically.  And may we be willing to lay aside our pride when 

we need to alter the way we use our words to give faithful witness to God’s glory in 

Christ Jesus. 

 

Pastor Porter 



Helping with Worship This Month  

Worship Leaders  

April 6th Susan Reed 

April 13th Tiffany Aloi 

April 20th Frank Aloi 

April 27th Ann Nutter  

 

 

Elder of the Month 

Frank Aloi  

 

Deacon of the Month  

Ann Lunney 

 

 

April 1st Kim Carter 

April 4th Norah Collins 

April 11th Ron Carter 

April 11th Susan Reed 

April 15th Samantha Carter 

April 16th Lauryn Young  

April 28th Gene Taylor  

 

 

April 27 Jim and Betty Lehman  

 

April 6 

9:45am Adult Bible Study 

11:00 am Worship Service 

April 27 

9:45am Adult Bible Study 

11:00 am Worship Service 

SWAM Meeting  

April 20 

Easter Sunday 

11:00 am Worship Service 

Communion 

April 13 

Palm Sunday 

9:45am Adult Bible Study 

11:00 am Worship Service 

Deacon Meeting  

Coffee Connection hosted by  

Discipleship  

April 9 

Lenten Service  

7:00pm Old Union Church  

April 17 

Maundy Thursday  

7:30pm Old Union Church  

April 2 

Lenten Service  

7:00pm Plains Church  



Please keep our  Elders & Deacons 

in your prayers as they lead Plains 

into the future.  

 

We also ask for prayers  for the following  

• Jenny Stafford  

• Lisa Bender  

• Linda - Ron Rice 

• Sally - Sue Rectenwald 

• Lillian - Tiffany Aloi 

• Shirley - Ron Rice  

 

 

 

Our friends who are in assisted  living:  
Kay Uthman   
Please submit a new prayer card or contact the church 

office with any updates. 

We rejoice in the ability we have as Christians to lift up 

our prayers and petitions, our joys and our concerns to 

God together. 

(Please submit a new prayer card or contact the church 

office with any updates or to keep a name on the list.) 

Announcements for the Bulletin or Newsletter? 

 

Please submit your announcements in advance to the 

church office. Weekly announcements need to be 

submitted before Wednesday afternoon.  

Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday, and  

Thursday 8am-12 noon  

  

Online Giving is now available for you convenience.  

Log on and check it out 

www.plainschurch.com 

Scan the QR code: 



Session Meeting 

April 14, 2025 

Deacon Meeting            

April 13, 2025 

SWAM Meeting 

April 27, 2025 

PLAINS BOOK CLUB 

April 3, 2025 - 10:00 am 

 

Book Club Leader: Sue McKinley  

sue.w.mckinley@gmail.com  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

April 1st - Last Day to Order Easter Lilies  

April 2nd - Lenten Service - Plains Church 7:00pm  

April 3rd - Book Club 10:00am  

April 5th - Adopt a Roadway Clean - up Bear Run Rd. 9:30am  

April 6th - No Adult Bible Study  

April 9th - Lenten Service - Old Union Church 7:00pm  

April 13th - Palm Sunday  

April 13th - Deacon Meeting after worship 

April 13th - Coffee Connection hosted by Discipleship 

April 14th - Session Meeting 6:00pm  

April 17th - Maundy Thursday - Old Union Church 7:30pm  

April 20th - Easter Sunday  

April 26th - Praise Night w/ Park Church - 6:00pm at Plains Church - Light refreshments served  

April 27th - SWAM Meeting after worship  

 

 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY 

Where: Fellowship Hall  
Time:  Sunday Morning - 9:45am  
RSVP: Burt & Nancy Duerring  

eacinc@zoominternet.net 
No Adult Bible Study on April 6th  

Plains Book Club 

The Book Club just loves to get together to share our readings with each other.  So we invite you to join 

us.  Even if you find that you cannot read all or any of the book, come for the insightful discussions. 

 

 





PARK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

Sat., Apr. 5, 2-3:45 p.m. – Easter Egg Hunt outside (weather permitting)  

CRESTVIEW CHURCH  

Sat., Apr. 12, 1:30-2:45 p.m. – Rain Date for the Easter Egg hunt (only if not held on Apr. 5th)  

Sun., Apr. 20, 7 a.m. – Early Easter Service at the Kummer Farm on Watters Station Rd.  

PLAINS CHURCH  

Sat., Apr. 27th - Praise Night with Park Church 6:00pm at Plains Church - Light Refreshments Served   

Sat., Apr. 5th - Plains Church Adopt a Roadway Bear Run Road Clean - Up - 9:30am Rain Date: Apr., 26th 





MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR  

UPCOMING EVENTS IN 

APRIL & MAY  

PLAINS CHURCH ADOPT A ROADWAY  

Bear Run Road Clean-Up 

Saturday, April 5, 2025 

9:30am 

We will meet at Bear Run Road 

Rain Date: April 26, 2025  



MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR  

UPCOMING EVENTS  

THIS SUMMER  



Cranberry Nursery School is excited for spring and all of the activities it brings. In February we had two Open 
Houses and Dad's Day events with the Nursery and Pre-K classes at the Cranberry Fire House. In March, we 
celebrated Dr. Seuss' Birthday, St. Patrick's Day, Dinosaur Day, learned about dental health from a visitor 
from Cranberry Dental Studios and had Bible Time with Rev. Porter. The Half~Pints hosted an early Dad's 
Day with Donuts with Dad.  

 

In April, we will wind up our food drive, have a fundraiser with Nothing Bundt Cake and celebrate Easter with 
fun parties. Please feel free to participate in the fundraiser.  The Nursery and Pre-K classes will prepare for a 
Mother's Day Brunch and get ready for Earth Day. The school is collecting used, broken crayons. If you would 
like to contribute, please feel free to bring them in and leave them in the church office.  

  

We wish everyone at Plains Presbyterian Church a Happy and Blessed Easter. We are grateful for 
your support. 

 

 

Angela Kushner 

Director  

Cranberry Nursery School 

724-538-8785 



Cranberry Nursery School 

BUNDT CAKE  

FUNDRAISER 

Order Forms located in the narthex 

Orders are due April 25th 

Make your check out to: 

Cranberry Nursery School  







 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT  

“As disciples of Christ, we share the  gospel with 

one another and the community.  

We are committed to growth in the knowledge of 

Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit through        

worship, study, teaching, and fellowship.”  

Plains          

Presbyterian 

Church 

326 Plains Church Road  

Cranberry Township, PA 16066 

Phone: 724-538-8785  


