
 
This month I wanted to share with you the letter I sent to our neigh-
boring community regarding the cell phone tower project. This letter 
contains our rationale and the discernment process we undertook. 
You may share it as you feel appropriate.  

As many of you know, we at Plains Presbyterian Church were          
approached by an outside vendor to lease a portion of our property for the 
construction of a 150-foot-tall mono-poll (a cell phone tower which would be 
a long, slender, galvanized tower with the communication equipment on 
top).  The site selected was going to be in the woods adjacent to our church. 
This letter is to update you, our neighbor, on the process and provide an 

update on our discernment process, and finally to thank you for your input. 

 At our initial leadership meeting in January 2017, we felt it was 
God’s will, as we understood it, to proceed with the tower project. So, we 
commissioned drawings of what the tower would look like on our property 
and continued to pray and seek the Lord. However, in that decision, we at 
this church also acknowledged the necessity of “listening deeply” to our 
community and how they felt about the project. On that January evening, 
we affirmed our need, and desire, to hear from you. While we understood 
that the choice was ours as the property holders, we all also understood 
that we were not the only individuals with feelings about this, and so it is 

right to seek outside input before proceeding.  

 Since that time, we have heard from several outlets from this commu-
nity including: Cranberry Nursey School staff and parents, Bristol Creek 

HOA, Franklin Ridge HOA, and Shadow Creek residents.  

We also continued to pray and speak to each other in the church as 
we tried to answer the simple question: “Is this God’s will?” While we knew 
that each of you had or have an opinion, which we value, we also knew that 
because of the zoning of Cranberry Township the decision was still ours and 
so we did not, at any point, take it lightly. We knew it would affect many 

people. 

 With that as a background, Sunday after our morning worship, the 
Session (our leadership team) and I met to consider what we heard from you 
and to continue asking “Is this God’s will?” It was not a long meeting. We 
valued what you said to such a degree that we pulled out of the tower pro-
ject without any hesitation. We wanted to listen to you when we could have 
turned a deaf-ear to your concerns and behaved as many secular business-
es would. But we are the church, we come from a community, and you mat-

ter. It is not the will of God to lease this property for this project.  

 We thank you for taking this matter seriously and speaking to us 
about it. We see God at work in the honesty from which you approached us 
and shared your feelings and thoughts. In the future, which we have togeth-
er, we welcome your opinion, and your involvement, in the on-going minis-
try God is calling us to fulfill in Cranberry Township. I cannot say it clearly 

enough- you matter to us at this church. 

Plans are in the works for new programs and new ventures that can 
be of a benefit to the community in which you live and we hope that you will 
choose to be part of the plans and visions God is calling us to create. If you 
have any questions or comments, I welcome them. Below I have included my 

contact information at the church if there is anything I can do.  

Blessings,    Rev. Derek 
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Worship Leaders 

02  Ron Carter  

09  Tim Roscoe 

16  Tim Rausch 

23  Frank Aloi 

30  Susan Reed 

Helping with Worship This Month 
Nursery Workers 

02  Ron & Kathy Carter  

09  Norah Collins 

16  Melissa Holcomb 

23  Denise Kremmel 

30  Cathy Stafford 

  Greeters 

02  Jay & Bonnie Carmichael 

09  Norah C. & Cathy S. 

16  Arch & Maggie Simpson 

23  Eunice G. & Denise K. 

30  Frank & Tiffany Aloi 

Elder of the Month 

Tiffany Aloi 

Deacon of the Month 

Sue McKinley 

April  8 Matt & Jackie Leisie 

April 25 Steve & Dena Solman 

April 27 Jim & Betty Lehman   

April  3 Ernie Jones 

April  4 Norah Collins 

April  6 Jackie Leisie 

April 11 Ron Carter & Susan Reed 

April 15 Samantha Carter 

April 16 Lauren Young 

April 20 Betty Brodmerkel 

April 25 Connie Cranden 

April 28 Gene Taylor & Matt Leisie 

 

 

April 2 

9:30 am  Sunday School         

11:00 am Worship Service                      

 

April 9 ~ Psalm Sunday 

9:30 am  Sunday School         

11:00 am Worship Service        

 

April 16 ~ Easter Sunday 

9:30 am  Sunday School         

11:00 am Worship Service      

Communion        

April 23 

9:30 am  Sunday School         

11:00 am Worship Service        

 

April 30 ~ Mission Sunday 

9:30 am  Sunday School         

11:00 am Worship Service       

Coffee Connections                    



 
  

 

 

 

 Frank & Marjory L.        •Libby 

 Shirley Kushner      •Jim Dambaugh 

 Evalyn’s sister      •Tara 

 Corina Taylor   •Jennifer Marotta 

 Jean Treese       •Ron’s dad, John 

 Connor Anderson      •Camp Lambec 

 Andy Aloi     •Emma Protzman  

 Linda’s friends, Geraldine & Karen 

 Carl & Evelyn Koebler        •Dean 

 Jeanine’s mom, Ann       •Linda Treese 

 Norah’s grandson, Logan 

 Suman & his church in Nepal 

 Rev. Gary Angleberger     •Jessica 

 Bev Magill •Ken Cook 

 Our friends who are in assisted living:  

Martha Malone, Betty Budney and     

Gibbie Sponsler 
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Please keep our Elders 

and Deacons in your 

prayers as they lead  

Plains into the future. 

 

 

 

 

    *April 30th* 

Hosted by Christian Education 

Wednesday Lenten Services with 

Crestview Schedule: 

 

4/05: 7pm Service @ Plains       

 (6:15pm dinner/Worship com.) 

 

4/13: Maundy Thursday~Communion

 (5:30 pm dinner/7pm Service)  

4/16: 11:00 am Easter Service with            

             Communion 

 

Maundy Thursday sign-up sheets: 

 

There is a sign-up sheet in the        

narthex for the Seder Meal on      

Maundy Thursday.  If you and your 

family plan on attending the meal, 

please sign-up so we know how many 

people to account for. 

    Thank you. 

Coffee  

Connections 



 

 

 

 

CNS will be hosting it's annual     

Mother's Day Teas.  If you have a card 

table to lend, would you please let 

Jodell or Angela know.  Twelve tables 

are needed to serve all of the guests 

and need to be received by April 

28th.  Please be sure to put your 

name on the back of the table for easy                 

return.  Your support is greatly                          

appreciated. 

CNS News 

LADIES LUNCH OUT…….  

Tuesday, April 11 at 11:30 am 

The Plains ladies are meeting 

for lunch at the Waterhole 

Restaurant in Harmony. Let 

Bev Magill know if you can  

join us by April 9.  

 

 All are welcome!     
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*No gifts, please* 
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    Our Vacation Bible School is planned for the evenings (6:30-8:30) of July 10th – 14th, 2017.   To 

celebrate the recent installation of air-conditioning in our sanctuary (yeah!), we have chosen the 

chilliest VBS program we could find – EVEREST!   During our high-altitude adventure, the 

courageous climbers will learn to conquer challenges with God’s mighty power…God has the 

power to provide, the power to comfort, the power to heal, the power to forgive and the power to 

love us forever.  How incredibly COOL! J  

 

All children, ages 3 through Grade 6, are welcome to join us!  Registration    

information will be coming your way soon. 

 

Thanks for saving the date…we can’t wait to take this adventure with your 

child! 
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

“As disciples of Christ, we share the gospel 

with one another and the community.   

We are committed to growth in the 

knowledge of Jesus Christ and the Holy 

Spirit through worship, study, teaching, and 

fellowship.” 

Plains Presbyterian 

Church    

326 Plains Church Road 

Cranberry Township, PA  

16066Phone: 724-538-8785 

E-mail: plains@zoominternet.net 

www.plainschurch.com 

 


