
 

PLAIN TALK 

 Have you ever wondered why I park where I park in the parking lot?  Even 

when the lot is empty I park in front of the “trail head” sign.  I do this to    

remind myself that I am on a journey and not at a destination.   

Many of you have asked if I can stay here at Plains.  What you don’t know is 

that it would be easy for me to do just that, but it is not what God has in 

store for you or for me.  It seems that God has made me to be like a tumble 

weed….going where the wind or the breath of God leads me.  (Don’t worry, I 

am not leaving yet.) I have just been thinking and wondering about life and 

all its quirky ups and downs, and the one thing that is held constant for me 

is that my life is not my own.  God has set my journey, and He has prepared 

the way set before me, just as He has for you, too. 

Life is filled with journeys and adventures.  With each destination there are 

joys and sorrows, expectant anticipation and disappointments, smooth sail-

ing and bumpy roads.  Through it all, God is constant, never changing,    

always reaching to show us the path that is marked out if we will only ask 

Him.  

The Israelites were no different.  They, too, were on a journey with God, and 

sometimes they forgot to seek God’s will for each path.  In Jeremiah 6, Jeru-

salem is under siege and God is crying out to them to reach out for His help.  

In verse 16, “This is what the LORD says: ‘Stand at the crossroads and look; 

ask for the ancient paths, ask where the good way is and walk in it and you 

will find rest for your souls…” For the Israelites, well, they didn’t seek; they 

didn’t ask. Thus the verse ends, “But you said, ‘We will not walk in it.’”  

We each have desires on our hearts…things that we hope for, things that we 

wish for.  These desires help to form our journeys and adventures.  Mine is 

to passionately and purposefully follow my Lord and Savior where ever that 

may lead…even if it means not staying with some wonderful brothers and 

sisters in Christ who dared to take a chance on a woman from South       

Alabama and who are dear in my heart.  

In my life, I have witnessed those who choose to follow others and have not 

followed God.  They were miserable, and those around them were miserable.  

God has a plan and a purpose!  That we can be sure of!  He has placed the 

signposts for us to follow.  He has placed desires in our hearts that will help 

to lead us into His will and to walk the path marked out for us. 

Proverbs 3:5-6 says, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, 

                                             and do not rely on your own insight. 
                                                              In all your ways acknowledge him, 

                                             and he will make straight your paths.”  

As we continue this part of the journey of Plains Church together, may we 

all remember to “acknowledge” God and the way that He brings people on 

the journey with us for a time and then brings others alongside to help with 

the next part of the journey. The “trail head” is the beginning, not the end-

ing.  God is not done. There are more adventures, more journeys that are 

waiting in the wings.  Our goal, yours and mine, is to keep our eyes on the 

One who set this journey in motion and follow Him with our whole hearts. 

In Christ,  Kimberly                                                                                                                                     
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Worship Leaders 

04 Ron Carter 

11 Ethan Leisie 

18 Tim Roscoe 

25 Tony Poleti 

 

Helping with Worship This Month 

Nursery Workers 

04   Melissa Holcomb 

11   Cathy Stafford 

18   Dena & Steve Solman 

25   Kathy & Ron Carter 

  

   Greeters 

04  Denise Kremmel & Cathy S. 

11  Jay & Bonnie Carmichael 

18  Joann Bark & Jean Treese 

25  Steve & Dena Solman 

  

  

August 4 

9:00 am Sunday School       
10:00 am Worship Service 

 

August 11 

9:00 am Sunday School       
10:00 am Worship Service 

 

August 18 

9:00 am Sunday School       
10:00 am Worship Service 

Coffee Connections   

 

August 25  ???? 

9:00 am Sunday School       
10:00 am Worship Service 

 Picnic in the Park 

  

Elder of the Month   

Jason Holcomb 

Deacon of the Month 

Matt Leisie 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 Jack Bark     •Liz Dadey  •Leeann •Ellen Elliott  

 Wesley •For Angela’s husband, Bob •Matt 

 Melissa Holcomb’s mom, Margie  •Randy Goehring 

 Elizabeth Rausch  •For Burt Duerring’s dad 

 Norah Collins husband, Dan •Armel’s sister, Nancy  

 Ron Carter’s cousin, Candy Gibson     •Susan Budney 

 Benjamin Mumaw 

 

•For our friends who are in assisted living: Howard 

Reed, Marilyn Stamp, Bob Ronksley & Gibbie 

Sponsler 

 

 

 

Aug. 01 Armel & Jean Treese 

Aug. 02 Jay & Bonnie Carmichael 

Aug. 04 Bob & Charlotte Glaspey 

Aug. 14 Tim & Amy Roscoe 

Aug. 18 Stan & Betty Budney 

Aug. 21 Dave & Melanie Sturrock 

 

 

Aug. 04 Jennifer Taylor-Porter 

Aug. 05 Gretchen Rausch 

Aug. 06 Julie Young 

Aug. 13 Kyle Leisie 

Aug. 16 Christen Duerring 

Aug. 18 Sandi Stafford 

Aug. 21  Tim Roscoe & Parker Budney 

Aug. 24 Steve Solman & Arch Simpson 

Aug. 26 Betty Lehman 

Aug. 27 Dan Collins & Nathan Stafford 

Aug. 28  Corina Taylor  

Aug. 31 Alex Carter    

Please keep our Elders 

and Deacons in your 

prayers as they lead  

Plains into the future. 
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History  

      Corner 

      

             Session Minutes 

             Jan. 17, 1879 

    

Part of request to be read from pulpit:  Whereas such sins abound amongst us to 

the injury of the cause of Christ, therefore, Resolved – 1st that the session of the 

Plains earnestly beseech all the members of this congregation to abstain from all 

such sins hereafter and 2nd that the session solemnly swears all under its care, that 

members of this congregation guilty of such sins hereafter will be dealt with         

according to the law of its great King and Lord of this church as revealed in His 

written word.  ( It was common practice in the early church for the church to             

discipline its members where deemed necessary.) 

 

 

 

 

Coffee Connections 

August 18th 

Hosted by the    

Deacons 

Adults, Try something HOT this summer… 

Our Sizzling Seminars. It will be informal with a dis-

cussion about current topics chosen by the partici-

pants. These discussions will focus on the  Christian point of 

view of the group on current events (political, world, local, PC

(USA) and Presbytery etc). Steve’s Youth can join us in the dis-

cussions. Children are welcome to have fellowship time while 

we talk.  Discussion starts at 9:00AM and will end at 9:45AM 

before the worship service.   

September 8th 

Budney baby girls were  born 7/27/13.  

 

     Hanna Lee Budney 5lbs -12 oz and 19.25” 

     Grace Elizabeth Budney. 5lbs - 4oz  and 19” 

 

Babies are doing well. 

Mom is doing well.  

Dad is doing well. 
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First day of 

school for CNS is 

Sept. 5th  

There are still a few openings for the fall 

2013 classes : 

T/Th Half-Pints 

MWF Nursery 

T/Th Nursery 

PM Pre-K 
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    The Deacons of Plains Church are launching into a new ministry.  At 

the coffee connection time in August, the Deacons will be sharing     

information on this incredible opportunity to share the love of Christ 

with children around the world…all through a simple shoe box filled 

with love. 

Operation Christmas Child 

Since 1993, more than 100 million boys and girls in over 130 countries have      

experienced God’s love through the power of simple shoebox gifts from Operation 

Christmas Child. Samaritan’s Purse works with local churches and ministry    

partners to deliver the gifts and share the life-changing Good News of Jesus 

Christ. 

National Collection Week is November 18-25. So, start saving those shoe boxes!  

More information will be available in September.  Pray for how God can use this 

tremendous opportunity for Plains and for the world. 

Registration forms available in the narthex. 

http://www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child
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Please join us for a shared Worship 

Service in the Park with Crestview 

August 25th           

10:00 am 

North Boundary Park  Penn Power 

Shelter 

Picnic to follow. 

 

Please note that there will not be an Adult Sunday 

School that morning.  

This year, Plains Church will provide the hot dishes, snacks/chips and drinks.  

We are also responsible for providing the games for adults and children.  

Crestview will provide the hot dogs, buns, salads, desserts and paper products. 

 

There will be a sign-up sheet in the narthex soon. 

 

Please remember to bring your own chairs. 

 

All loose money collected during the offertory will be donated to the               

Evans City Food Bank. 

Please note: there wasn’t a Session meeting in July and therefore no Session Highlights for 

this issue of the newsletter.  Session Highlights will resume in September. 

The next Session meeting is Monday, August 19 at 7:00pm 



Is someone you know grieving the loss of a loved one or friend? 

Journeying through Grief is a series of four booklets from the Stephens’ Ministry 

that may help them through their grieving. Each book describes the issues and feel-

ings that people tend to encounter at various points during their grief and offer sug-

gestions on how to handle them. They are wonderfully written with love and com-

passion. 

Melanie Sturrock on the Inreach and Outreach Committee can assist you with your 

booklet request .Call her or email her with the name and address of the person who 

you would like to have receive these booklets. A personalized cover letter from our 

church offering our condolences and caring is sent over the year with each booklet. 

After the final book is sent, we will continue to pray for them and offer our care to 

them as our brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Does someone you care about come to mind? You can give them comfort by sending 

them these four booklets. 

In Christ’s service, 

Inreach and Outreach Committee 
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

“As disciples of Christ, we share the gospel 

with one another and the community.   

We are committed to growth in the 

knowledge of Jesus Christ and the Holy 

Spirit through worship, study, teaching, and 

fellowship.” 

Plains Presbyterian 

Church    

326 Plains Church Road 

Cranberry Township, PA  

16066Phone: 724-538-8785 

E-mail: plains@zoominternet.net 

www.plainschurch.com 

 


